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Abstract

The present study entitled : ( Abdul-Basit Al-Dahiri and his book Nell
Al-Amal : A Study in the Economic Aspects ) deals with the biography
of that historian who gained fame in the second half of the 9™ century
AH and the early beginning of the 10™ century AH in addition to what
he had written in his a fore mentioned book of important and detailed
information concerning the economic life in the second Mamluki state.

The importance of the present study springs from the fact that it sheds
light on the personality of that historian , his contributions in the field of
knowledge , especially in history , of which he wrote a number of books
, chief among which are the following : ( Ar-Rowdh Al-Basm in
Hawadith Al-Omr Wat-rgjim ) ; ( Neil Al-Amal Bi Theil Ad-Duwal ) .
The second book constitutes the bulk of chapters three and four . The
study comprises an introduction , four chapters , and a conclusion .
Chapter One tackles the biography of the historian Abdul-Basit Ad-
Dahiri . It studies the era in which he lived from various aspects :
political , intellectual , and economic in addition to its impact on his
family . It has been indicated that Ad-Dahiri had been influenced by his
father , Khalil 1bn Shahin Ad-Dahiri . Also, this chapter throws light on
his comrades of both scholars and authoritative men and their influence
on his life . His journey to Morrocco and Andalusia has been touched
upon together with his attitude towards authorities of that era.

Chapter Two studies Ad-Dahiri’s position , his scholastic
contributions . It sheds some light on his teachers ; his writings in
various subjects , such as : Qur’anic Sciences , Jurisprudence , Arabic ,
and History . A full section has been allocated to his book : Neil Al-Amal
Bi Theil Ad-Duwal in which light was shed upon the title , the reason
behind its writing , its manuscripts , editions , and the methodology



followed in addition to the sources used . Furthermore , this chapter
mentions his students who had quoted from his book ( Neil Al-Amal ) .

Chapter Three tackles income , expenses , and fields of economic
activity as they were mentioned in his book . Types of taxes imposed
Mamluki authorities on people were indicated , most of them , actually ,
were unjust . This chapter also explicates military expenditure which
was the highest during the second Mamluki state . Aspects of economic
activity , such as agriculture have been shown . It’s well-known that
agriculture was the most important field at that time , since Egypt was
primarily an agricultural country . The chapter also tackles industry and
trade , the last of which comes in the second place following agriculture
, Since it made available for a good finance . The last point in this
chapter is dedicated to studying markets, professions, and crafts.

The last chapter investigates the influential factors in the economic
life , such as natural disasters, plagues, fire, earthquakes , floods , and
their devastating economic effects , since they , sometimes , lead to the
full cease of economic activity . Besides , this chapter studies climatic
changes, such as the increase and decrease in temperatures , heavy rains
, hurricanes and their impact on economic life . A separate section was
allocated to the River Nile and its effect on economic life, since it was
the back bone of Egypt economical conditions; when it floods, it causes
destruction , plagues , etc. , and when a severe decrease occurred in its
water levels, famine was the result ! . Besides , the chapter deals with
the financial policy of Mamluki authority and its economic
consequences, rise and fall of prices together with reasons as they were
mentioned in his book and the consequences on the daily life of people.

The present study has come up with a number of conclusions , among
which are: the historian Abdul-Basit Ad-dahiri lived between ( 844-920
AH ) / ( 1440-1514 AD ) and that era was characterized by political ,



military, economic, and general events that had a clear impact on general
lifein Cairo. It has been indicated that Ad-Dahiri belonged to a Mamluki
family ; his grandfather , Shahin , was the pioneer to come to Egypt .
That family also produced two historians , namely , Abdul-Basit and his
father , Khalil 1bn Shahin Ad-Dahiri . The study emphasized that ( Neil
Al-Amal ) tackled a late period of the Mamluki Age ( 744-896 AH /
1343-1490 AD ) and had been an eye witness of many events. Last , but
not the least , that book is regarded as an important historical source due
to the profundity of economic information and facts it contained .
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